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Politics in Ges and Electriclly.

The one man wio can await with per-
fect tranquillity tho fate of the so-called
gas bills is the Mayor of this metropo-
lis. He shaped his course in the first

| spring.

platform on which Mayor DUNNE was
elected included no plank in favor of
the continuing municipal control of the
highways of the city. Had such a plank
been part of the public declaration
of principles with which Judge DUNNE
sought votes, a private organization
would not now be in control of the
| thoroughfares, To preserve them for
| the peaceable and proper uses of all the
| public the too small police force of the
! city would have been strengthened by
| the employmént of special officers, the
Sheriff of Cook county would have been
called on for aid, the Governor of the
State of Illinois would have been asked
to order out the uniformed militia,
(Chicago, reaching out far for city
owned and operated street railways, ne-
glected to specify city controlled high-
ways. Orderly and safe streetsa she did
not demand, Perhaps her business men
are wishing that the issue of municipal
control had been made wider this

The Ocean Yacht Race.

place according to his honest notions of
public duty. He was attacked on the
near side by the more radical and noisier
wing of his own party, the Hearstites. |
On the off side, the management of the |
Ccell State machine devised for his in-
terment the Stevens committee and the
Stevens investigation. The Hearst plan |
of attack or rivalry has failed in the most
dismal manner imaginable. The Re-
public i legislative campaign. conducted !
dacorously as to tho inquiry, and pro-
ducing, thanks to Mr, HUGHES, a mass of |
corroborative information of the most
iluminating quality, has proc eeded on
it harmonious aml respectable course |

l

up to the incident of u bolted Senate |
eaucus and a dlvision of Republican

forces on other lines than thos e supggeated |
by partizen inierest er even the welfare |
of the citizens. As for the Democrats in |
the Senate, they are at the present |
writing between the devil of temptation
in the way of opportunity for personal
graft and the deep sea of political de-
g ruction if they suffer their open palms
to appear in the neighborhood of the
gmalls of their honorable backs. i

Yesterday the Assembly passed all
scven of the “gas” bills, including the
State Commission bill, a purely political
and mechanical attachment. 1f these
measures, or that essential part of them
which really benefita the local consumer
and restricta too rapacious monopoly,
get through the Nenate to-day and ac- |
quire Governor HIGOINS'S signature, |
the Mayor will have accomplished by a |
rather roundabout process and by the |
hands of his enemies that which he
undertook to do. If the bills fail, he will
have done all that a man in his place \
in the City Hall can do for his fellow citi-
zens in this respect.

Thus the “hole,” contemplated from
all sides and at various ar.gles, appears
to be somewhat of an cininence, with
Mayor MCcCLELLAN adorning its summit, «|
serene and with a good conscience.

|

A Warning.

Niagara pours itsa waters over the
steeps for twenty-four hours every day |
in the year.

The men who want to steal Niagara
and drain it dry for the fulness of their
pockets will be awake and active during
every hour and every minute until the
Legislature adjourns.

The grab bills are not stone cold yet.
The grabbers may be discouraged, but
they do not vet despair.

Watch 'em and block ‘em till the clock
strikes safety!

C ipping Home Rule In New York.

The bill introduced in the Iegislature
on Tueaday by Senator AKMSTRONG of
Rochester, taking the power of appoint- |
ment of the Commissioner of Licenses i
out of the hands of the Mavor and lodg- |
Ing it with the State Commissioner of |
Labor, is vicious in principle and should |
never be allywed to become a law.  Al- |
though the act as it now stands is of a
general nature, applying to all cities of
the first and second class, in effect it is
essentially local, since the municipalities
have to pay all the expenses incurred
under its provisions. In this city the
cost of maintaining the department is
approximately $40.000 a year. To take
the control of the department away
from the Mavor would be a rank viola-
tion of the policy of home rule guaran-
teed by the Constitution of 1804,

Although the bill is obviously aimed
at the present Commissioner of Licenses,
FREDERICK .. C. KEATING, he seems to
have committed no greater offense than
that of compelling a Republican district
leader to obey 'the law, For this he is
to be punished by removal from office,
As far as can be ascertained, this is the
only motive that lies behind the bill,
unless it be to give the Odell faction a
little more patronage in this city,

The whole thing is a despicable piece
of petty politics unworthy of the serious
attention of the lawmakers at Albany,

Chicago's Misforiune.

In Chicago those prime public utilities
the public highways have been wrested
from the control of the municipality by
sn organizution of men which refuses
to allow them to be used for the trans-
action of certain business except by its
own members, Citizens who do not
belong to this organization are forcibly
restrained from driving on what were
once public thoroughfares. If they at-
tempt to use the streets they are assailed
by the arganization's men, beaten and
driven from their work. Their former
rights have been withdrawn by the or-

ganizatjon which has succesded the |

municipality in possession.

Chicago last month voted for imme-
diate municipal control of the trans-
portation lines that traverse these same
streets, and Mayor Epwarp F. Duxye
took office promiring to carry the wishes
of the voters into effect. Since his
election he has pledged himself to dili-
genoe in the prosecution of the trust
that has been laid upon him. He has
summoned from Glasgow, to advise and
assist him, a street railway expert em-
ployed by that eity. Day and night
the great work of municipal ownership
§» pushed ahead. Mayor Duxxs is
keeping his pledges.

| The principal purpose of this type seems

! of measured water line should provide

,tors should be seagoing yachts,

The race of yachts across the western
ocean, which is to be started off Sandy
Hook on May 16, may or may not be the
beginning of & new era in yachting in
this country, but it certainly is the out-
come of the revival of a healthy sporting
spirit.  Those who have watched the
progress of yacht racing under the influ-
ence of the Anerica's Cup races have
often shaken their heads sadlv over the
development of a type of vessel properly |
described a8 a mere racing machine,

to have been to defeat the racing rules,
orto create a yacht which on a minimum

& maximum of salling length and sail
carrying power. Huge overhangs ac-
complished this end, und for the rest
lightness of construction and enormous
sail plana made up the features of the
racing craft.

These giant single stickers were ob-
viously unfit to hold the sea in all weath-

! ers. The purpose of that clause in the |

America's Cup conditions which stipu-
lates that the challenger shall proceed
to the point of contest on her own bottom
has been defeated by permitting her to
tow across the sea. The foundems of the
prize plainly intended that the competi- |
The
refusal of both contestants in the last
sories to gooutaide ina fresh wind showed
that racing weather and cruising condi-
tions had become incompatible,

If the matier had gone no further
than this, perhaps there would have |
been no ground for unfavorable com- |
ment. But the style of designing for the |
America's Cup has affected the models
of all yachts. Cruisers in recent years |
have displayed overgrown overhangs, |
fragile frames, thin skins and sky scrap-
ing spars., Only yachts intended for
ocean voyaging, such as the Endymion,
have shown the sturdy proportions which |
were first outlined in the American
pilot boat and afterward reproduced by
GeORGE STEERS in the victorious and
ever memorable America.

The new interest in ocean yacht racing,
much of the credit for which is due to
Commodore Ton of the Atlantic Yacht
Club and to Sir THOMAS LIproN, has al-
ready affected the designs of outside
cruisers, and it will be a happy result if
a new fleet of swift and powerful sea-
going yachts shall grow up to renew the
glories of the days when the Henrietta,
Fleetwing, Dauntless and othera set the
American yacht ensign snapping in
triumph in the winds of foreign ports,

Britain’s Atiempt to Check Immi-
gration.

From the outcome of the debate on
the Aliens bill, which took place on Tues-
day in the House of Commons, we may
take for granted that Parliament will
adopt the measure. We have not yet
seen the text of the bill, but it is said to
be modeled on the American law relating
to the same subject, That is to say, it
aims to ghut out from Great Britain not
only insane, diseased, disabled or debil-
itated immigrants, but all persons who,
for any reason, seem likely not to be gelf-
supporting, and to become a public
burden.

It was to be expected that the project
would be supported by Mr. JosgrH
CHAMBERLAIN, from his present protec-
tionist point of view, and he disclosed the
real purpose of the bill when he said that
it was intended to keep out cheap labor.
There is no doubt that the principal suf-
ferers from the proposed exclusion would
be Polish and Russian Jews, who have
sought in Great Britain a refuge from the
religions and political disabilities to
which they are subjected in the Czar's
dominions, and who, arriving for the
most part in a state of destitution, have
crowded the sweat shops of East London,
and are accused of lowering the rats of
wages and the standard of living. Sir
CnarLes DILKE advocated an amend-
ment which would have emasculated |
the measure, on the specious ground !
that the provisions of the bill were in- |
! compatible with the right of asyvlum |
{ which political and religious refugees |
| have long enjoyed in the United King- |
dom. We note in passing that the |
amendment was rejocted by a vote of |
nearly four to one, I

It is, indeed, somewhat difficult to dis-
tinguish the motives which impel Jews to
leave Russia from those which caused
the flight of the subjects of Privip II,
from the Netherlands in the sixteenth,
or the exodus of Huguenots from France
toward the close of the seventeenth cen-
tury. Neither can it be disputed that
| although most of those Protestant fugi-
tives brought nothing with them but
their mechanical skill and their habits
of industry and thrift, they proved of
great value to England. Indeed, British
woolen manufactures may besaid to have
been imported from the Low Countries,
and British silk manufactures from
France. There is a material difference,
however, between the earlier Nether-
lander and French immigrations on the
one hand, and the immigration of Polish
Jews on the other. The former immi-
grants representad a superior civiliza-
tion, so far as the weaving arts were
oconocerned. As they had no, or very few,
competitors in England within their own
industrial fields, they cannot be said to

L ls & migfortune for, CRigago that the

| lantic liners.

| tune in California.

have lowgred the rate of wages or the

\

standard of living. On the contrary,
statistios indicate that by creating a
demand for highly skilled artisans and
by stimulating the consumption of their
products, they tended to raise the gen-
eral level of remuneration for work, in-
cluding even unakilled labor,

The state of civilization, on the other
hand, which Jewish immigrants from
Russia represent is considerably lower
than that which prevalls in Great Britain.
The newoomers are conversant only with
the lower grades of skilled labor, and as
they are also accustomed to bear greater
privations, the inevitable consequence
of their flerce competition is to depress
the rate of wages in certain industries.
It is also to be borne in mind that the
volume of the recent immigration from
Poland and Russia into Great Britain
is incomparably greater than was that
of the Protestant Netherlanders and of
the Huguenots two and three centuries
ago. It follows that the alien element is
much more slowly assimilated,

Another reason for the adoption of
the measure which apparently had a
good deal of weight with the House of
(‘ommons was advanced by Prime Minis-
ter BALroUR, He pointed out thata very
large proportion of the Polish and Rus-
sian Jews who immigrate to the United
States come first to Great Britain, where
they take passage in the great transat-
(Gireat Britain was not in-
convenienced by being thus used as a
way luuop in former times, when the im-
migration laws of the United States were
non-existent or extremely lax; but now,
when the United States exclusion laws
have been made relatively rigorous, not
only are large numbers of aliens
who emigrate to America rejected on

i their arrival there, but many more are

turned back by the shipping companies
at the British ports of departure. These
rejected ones remain in Great Britain,
which thus, as Mr. BALFOUR said, acts
as a sort of sieve, which lets the fit
through to America, but retains the un-
fit. It is not surprising that the British
Parliament should fail to relish the em-
ployment of their country as a gieve,
After all is maid, however, it remains
& melancholy truth that many an inhabi-
tant of the so-called Jewish Pale, who
possesses no capital and depends for

' subsistence on the work of his hands,
| will feel himself cut off from the last hope
| of escape from his Russian oppressor

when he learns that the checks on immi-
gration applied in the United States
are about to be reproduced in England,

" which for so many years has offered an

asylum to the unfortunate.

Pugliism o8 & Business,

Out of the Middle West comes the
announcement that Prof. JaAMEs J. JEP-
FRIES, the unchallenged champion heavy=
weight pugilist of the world, intends
to quit the squared circle and the stage
to go into business in California. He
is moved to do this by family en-
treaties, and also by the fact that “pugi-
lism does not pay.” JEPFRIES has not
a rival in pugilism to-day, and his fame
as a fighter has made his career on the
stage profitable. He is one of the few
prize fighters who have not been given
over to dissipations widely known and
publicly acknowledged. If any man
could make the prize ring lead to wealth
the present champion should be able
to do it.

No one knows how much money JOHN
L. SuLLivaN has received as a fighter,
actor and saloon keeper during the
forty-seven years of his life. Every one
knows that he has spent it all and is a
poor man to-day. Had he husbanded
his receipts he might have had a com-
petence; had he attended strictly to
his various liquor store enterprises he
might have become wealthy, Free with
his cash as with his strength, he never
saved, and has no nest egg now to pro-
vide for his old age.

The same is true of most of the boxers
of all times. Many men who won fame
in the ring prospered afterward in busi-
nesses of various kinds not connected
with the sport. - Some turned gamblers,
some established gymnasiums, some
opened saloons. None has found
highly profitable to follow thg game in
which he made his first start. Those
who have done so usually ended as in-
structors, with fair, but by no means
large, incomes,

Champion JEFFRIES may reap a for-
He would probably
never gain one on the lines he is follow-
ing now, Pugilism is, as a business, one
to be avoided by the young man anx-
lous to'‘amass great, or even moderate,
wealth.

Whiat Does It Mean ?

Section two of the Agnew bill for the
establishment of a State Water Com-
mission provides that no municipal
corporation or other civil division of the
State shall have power to acquire any
new sources of water supply until its
plans have been approved by the com-
mission established by the act,

No such prohibition is laid upon pri-
vate corporations which now possess
power to acquire water supply sources
by condemnation, or to which such
power may be given in the future.

Why are not all corporations, public
and private, to be put upon the same
plane before this commission?

In the chaos that reigns at Albany
thie discrimination may be due to an
oversight. But it may also be due to
more Ramapo.

One of the by-products of *municipal
ownership” has come to those hardy mari-
ners of many storma and squalls the deck-
hands of the Staten Island ferryboats.
The oity is about to undertake the operation
of the ancient ferry conneoting Richmond
borough with Manhattan. It is building
boats and providing terminals. There s
pow in the service of the ferry company a
foroe of deckhands who will constitute
under municipa ownership a sort of coast
guard, if confirmed in their positions by
the law providing that they shall be en-
rolled without civil servioe formalities.

These deckbands have no oertain tenure
at present,
pald aoccording to the servioes whioh they
render, these services being of a perfuno-
tory charsoter wuh‘:m ;f.'tbo g-lh of
deep sea pavigation ‘e bafore the mast.
Thelr ohief duty s to put in position the

and work the ropes and chains
them to the bulkbesd. . They also

. B

it !

They are hired as needed and -

'1.| PO Tl e

notify teamaters to turn to the right. They
are never called upon to notify passengers,
even the most misshievous or convivial, not
to rock the boat. .

But municipal ownarship on the approved
Soclalist plan will put an end to the pre-
oarlous tenure of these deckhands. They
are to be confirmed in their jobs; to wear
uniforms; to be exempt from removal, ex-
aptunduohu.omddhrlhuﬂn.:
to have brass buttons on their coata and
gold lace on thelr sleeves, and perhaps to
be sure of a pension on their retirement
from servioe on the Staten lsland boata,

All this is great luck for the deckhands
and swabbers of the Staten Island ferry
fleet. What corresponding benefits it will
bring to hart or workers who do the same
kind of work on other ferryboats and on
harbor craft not operated by the ocity is
not yet apparent.

The sudience that gathered in the Metro-
politan Opera House on Tuesday afternoon
to say good-by to HELENA MODJESKA was
fortunate enough to see the distinguished
aotress in two 16/es that show her as she
was in the plenitude of her powers. Time
has been impotent to rob her art of its maglo
when she enacts Lady Macbeth or Mary
Stuart. Her gait is as queenly, her bearing
as distinguisbed and her acting as free from
obvious deliberation and affectation as it
ever was.

What & possession the memory of that
performance must forever be to those who
for the first time witnessed her in BHAKE-
SPEARE'S trajedy, and then in the episodes
of *Mary Stuart.” No artist could wish
to leave in the minds of her admirers a
lovelier monument than Mme. MODIESKA
built before their eyes at her last appear-
ance in this city.

Our late esteemed contemporary the
8t. Paul Globe kept itsa promise and went
out of business on Sunday last. The termi-
nal number of the Globe is now before us,
with its full exhibit of the news of the day,
gathered with enterprise and displayed
with journalistic judgment, its editorial
page orowded with able and interesting
comment on a variety of topios, including
the theme *There'll Be No To-morrow,"” and
ita cheerful *Good-by " at the bottom of the
last column. While not particularly in-
olined to sentimmental reflection over events
of this sort, THE SUN does not mind saying
that it recalls no case in which a departure
was more croditably conducted and a pro-
| fessional duty more bravely performed up
| to the last moment of breathing.
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THE JEWS OF NEW YORK.

| Thelr Remarkable Progress, Its Causes
and Its Possible Result.

To TRE Eotron o THE Sox-Sir: In this
morning’s Sy, in an «ditorial article headed
“A Coming Jewish Celebration,” I find this
sentence
iea, and New York,

more especially In n

than that of any other roce ”

That sentence pugeests nyain A question
that bas often oecurred to me, namely, What
will be the outcome of it all?

bers on every hand . not in the Ghetto alone,

in every fleld of life. And, poor and rich
slike, they all have, to an intonse dexree,
the conquering charncteristios of concen-
| tration and application Jewish children in
{ the achools apply themeelves wonderfully,
and acquire knowledge and Jewish men,
almost without exception, follow their several
callings or professions, whotever thess may
be, low or high, with unfalling energy and
devotion, They equip themselves for their
work, they work hard and they keep nt it,
and there could be but one result following
sich preparation and labor. It is undoubt -
edly true that, to ovote again the sentence
from the editorial, “the progress of the Tews
in America, and more especially in New York,
in F\QL)’ fleld of activity, Is relatively greater
than that of any other race. ™

And now [ ask ngain the question, What
will be the outecome of it all?  And I 08k this
auestion of course wholly without feeling
or pre;udice, but purely In a scientific mood

Mathematleally, and in accordance with
the law of the survival of the fitteet the time
must come when by virtne of their o alitiers
the Jews will dominate in New York. Wil
that time come?

find »at intervals In Tre Scx elitorial

articles of moat fascinating interest concern-
ing New York and Its people and (ta matecial
and social develonment, 1 should be glad if
[ could find an answer to the qusstion which
I have here pronannded NEw YORKER

New Youx, May 1

Gen. Scott's Hasty Plate of Soup.

To T™HE Eoiror op THE SUN -Sir- A corrspond
ent wrilng to Tur 30N gnotes oue of Dr, Depew's
speeches 1o whilch the Senstor sald that Gen, Scott's
campalgn for President was "exceedingly prom-
falng” untll the “hasty plate of soup” allusion
“laughed him out of the camp.”

The “hasty plate of soup” letter was written In
1868 to Secretary of War Marey, and was an ex-
eceedingly Informal note. 11 was published im
mediately by the Administration and was much
laughed at by some political papers,

Its importancs came from the notlon that Gen,
Scott, In anather commupieation o the Secretary,
expresssd great feeling bocayss he ssld e was
being “attacked In the rear” hy the Administra
tlon and feared still more attacks when he went to
Mexico, Many persons thought his correspond
enct ahowed some tesiiness and 100 much personal
CONACIO SN O8s

Kcott, Clay and Webster were the three prominent
Whig candidates for President. Seott's friends
thought the Administration wished to mintmize
the glory he was sure 1o get after he had ogn
| quered Mexloo and he was treated o & court of
fnquiry In s capital

Anyway, Taylor was nominated and elrcted in
1848 and the matter was of little or no Influence in
1852 MANSPIELD Davies

NEW YORrE, May 2.

What Makes Life Telerabi: for a Traveling
Man.

To Tas Eprrog oF Tus SON--Sir: Jama travel-
Ing man. and Just want to tell you how [ enjoy
THE SUN. It is the only paper in the United Siates
that | really enjoy. Am pleased to notloe how
some very popular papers throughout the United
Swates copy SUN Articles so coplously

1 Am confident he Is & thinkér of inteliigence.

Your reporters are surely humoris(s, and your
editorials are Incomparable, 1 bave ocarefully
noticed peopls, and | never ind & SUN style of man
reading the yellow lterature,

One thing that makes life besarable to me after
twenty years of traveling is the companionship
of THE SUx. It W just as good, even If I can't
always get 11 untll 1t Is & number of days old. No
matter how old, It is never stale, C. B. DUNCAN.

CLEVELAND, Olilo, May 2,

First Steps In Graftdom,

To TR Forron o Tum SuN-—Sir.  May first
graft has come amid many other petiy forms of
this luerative practis. Iw novelty is beautiful

A 1enant who was vacating an apartment which
& owned by minors and managed by agenis wias
given ™ understand by the arsnt's assistant that
for a “V*" he could “Ax " o that the month's rent
could Be omitted. When asked |f 1t was a usual
practise he was Informed, “Sare, |ty done oll over
wwn. " Truly, 1Us eheaper 10 be & grafier than to
pay rent IaGriisan

Naw Yok, May 2

Hamiet Revised by Hoston,

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN- Sir Apropos of
pernard Shaw's “appreciation” of Shakespoare
i1s 1t not Nkely to give still anothirr reading to the
much disputed or discussed line (Act 11, fe. 2
whersln Hemle! doclares Lis mentnd eapacily “woen
the viind W southerly.” namely, ) can ell a boax
from. a bern. Shaw 1 F. A Hanuts

BOSTON, May 2.

Through Tinkertown to Squintville.

To TRE Entmon or TRE SUN -Sir Last week
on & short trip 1o Alfred, N. Y., | drove through
Tinkertown, and on the surrounding hilis | wes told
10 close one ey and with the oth*r squint loward
the norih

Toe place thus vicwed Is known as Squintvilie

Fraama, N Y. May A DAILY SUNKER,
Spring Davs in Tevas,

From e lHoyston P,
¢ I s mighty hard to karp a | gis'ay
‘when the dab are biting weil.

“The progress of the Jews in Amer- |

every fisld of activity, is relutively greater |

The Jews are now 1o be met here in num- |

]
by any sort of méins, but everywhere, and |

When 1 |
s0¢ & man on the traln or In & hotel reading & SUN |

qorum |

e e

To THR Eptzon op Tas Sux—8ir: It ahouid
not be, in a country where the greater part of
all husiness trunsscted is corporation bual-
fess, that there iy conflict or diasgresment
between the law of the land-— whether atatute
1aw or Judge made law or common law- and
the actual transuction of such corporate
\uulnm,

Yet one constantly hears on every side,
from those nctively engagad In incorporated
bisiness, that it is practioally impossible
#fliciently und succesafully to conduct such
business (n literal and perfect compllance with
the laws enacted to govern It.

The managenent of a private or a partoer-
Mhip business may be differant fron: the pros-
ecution of & business -like banking, or in-
surance, or production, or transportation—
under a charter of incorporation given by the
Btate, which confers power on certaln officials
to do certain things In & certaln way,

The claim |a that the growth of the proa-
perity of the country will be arrested, its
energies thwarted, and the safety -of the
values of ita Industries endangered if alwaye
and under every condition the letter of the
law Ia 1o be !ruplicitly obeyed, Bank man-
ARers, insurance mansgers snd managers of
production and traneportation must, it s
sald, be permitted to decide when and to
what extent their discretion can by them-
solves be substituted for the letter of the Iaw,
which In & crisis may be killlng for every-
body.

It (s not necessary to glve examples of the
kind of argument and pleading sot up by the
elergetlc ouptalns of Industries, to Jostify
their contention in behslf of disregard, in &
stress, of the laws under which, and under
which alone, the Btate has declared a business
or enterprise oan be legally carrled on,

It is (possible to think of a corporation,
created by the Btate, without speelfication
by the State of directors or trustees wbo are
to conduct ita business, the methods by which
they ure to he chosen, the powers they are to
exercige and the formwalities of such exerclse.

It Is impossible to think of a director or
frustee of u corporation without look-
Ing upon him as ons who has accepted &
personal truel from the State and the owne
ere of the property invested in the corpor
ation, and yet one might infer from ruch of
what one sees and hears nowadays that
the only duty of such trustees is to choose
execitive oMeers and agents, end then throw
down the reins, leaving the team of subord|-
nates to go s it pleases, The State dele-
ates |'s power to directors of the corpora-
tion; they delegate their power to ofticers they
gelect, and those officers delegate It again
to the agents they appoint or recommend.
Shareowners In the corporations are power-
less Lecause they have exhausted their righta
when they have chosen the directors who,
under the gystem of proxy voting, can easily
perpetuste their control, unless thare shall be
such a widespresd dissatisfaction as tn in-
duce shareowners not to sell out bat to fight
for 4 change of management such a8 seems
tobein progress at 120 Broadway In this eity.

One hears everywhere of President this,
or Vice-President that, or an executive com-
mittee doing so and so, but little is heard of
what the directors or trustees do,

In Milwaukee, for example, there Is activity
by the directors, but {* began after the larceny,
It seems to huve been imperfectly exercised
for prevention

In the New York Fanitable company there
was little suparvision and direction by tho
large und respectable body of trustees,

It has not vet heen shown, In the pending
rallway rate luvestigation, that the rallway
| directors have heen vigilant in studying, and
really dominating, the rates, rebatea and dis-
criminations

Are the laws at fault?

NEW Yung, May 2

Hrpaox,

The Middle East.

To vure Eptton o THe SuN—Sir:  Since
writing the letter that appeared In THE SUN
of this morning on the situation In the Middle
Fast, I have received a communieation from
| Peshawar in India written shortly before the
British mission left habul on its return from
Afehavistan. It was known at Peshawar
for some time before the misaion started on
ita return that it had been fruitiess, and the
attitude of the Ameer was described ar par-
ticularly determined in every way where his
independence seemed to be encroached upon.
That of the people was said to be deflant,
but for Pathans singularly restrained, while
the formalities of hosplitality and politeness
were most carefully ohserved in order to
avoid the slightest appearance of wishing
to wive »ffense, The conclusion was that
shaild the British Government desire to Im-
pose its demands on the Afghans there weve
no other means than by coercion,

In Arabia the last news points to a serlous
change in affairs, The surrender of Sanaa
makes the Yemen rebels masters of the situas
tion unlesa the Saltan can afford to mend a
lurge force of Anntollan troops to retrieve
| the disaster; and shonld Menakha, abont

half way between Sunana and Hodeida, which
| they are now besiezing, fall, there will be an

end for the time being to Turkish authority
| throughout Yemen, The Syrian Arab troope
re worthless for Aghting under almost any
conditions, but especially against such men
ns those who have just defeated them at

Sanan

Not less serions for the Sultan than this
misad venture in southwestern Arabia s the
incident at Koweit on_the Porslan Gulf in the
opposite direction. The landing of British
inarines sailors and fleld guns, and the forol-
ble earrying off as a hostage of the son of the
=heik of Koweit by them, point to some de-
cided change In the alleged friendly relations
hetween him and the British.  What the cause

| I8 there nre no immediate means of knowing,
but the probability is that potent areuments
hove bheen employed to draw him away from
hie leanings toward Great Rritain, and that
he s feeling the same disauletude noted In
! other parta of the Mussulman world, par-
sieularly  Afghanistan and Persln. In the
latter country the palitical conditions are
el disturbed, and conflicting reports pge-
vall an to the movements of the Shah, who it

e now sald, may abandon his previous in-

tention of going on a pllerimage to Meshed,

and make a journey to St Petershurg in-
stead

\ltogether, the situation ls such that it
eannot be Jong before some definite eflect

\\,I‘l Appear nu'l‘n.' the m-m;-m oonfuslon in

those regions, Furopean polities as regarda

Aala Minor and Turkish aMairs being decply
| Interested in any enlution that may be pro-
, duced, and Russin having a vital Interest in
the turn of avents In Porsia. PEna.

New Yorg, May 8

Asking Advioce,
From the Arizona Republican.

The Sheriff of Santa Cruz county, Ariz., has re-
celved the following letter from one of his con-
stituents:

“Mr. Charles Fowler.

“DmAR Sin: 1 thought 1 would write you a few
Iines to ask you a few words and 1 don't want to
| do anything until I hear from you. My stepfather
|18 chuesing [probably chasing or cuesing) my
| mother all the time and abe don't want bim around

here any more and she wants him 1o leave but he

won't go. He I8 Just chussing her all the time and
once he was going 1o bhit her with a rock but | made
nim lay 1t down, She ls weshing all the Ume and
| trying to do right with him and 1 am golng to stop
this. 1 am asking you what | will do sand be sure
! and tell me what if 1 would shut (shoot) him. 1|
! think | would be In the right because | don't care
for him and if | do kil bhim | will show you that |
; was right. Well, 1 will clore for this time. He
sure and write and tell me what to do.  So good-
by. Yours truly, Tou Parxen.”
Mr. Speckboetel of Needesha.
From the Emporia Gasette
Billy Speckboetel came up from Neodesha lcst
| night 2

Mis Way,
ow does he address the bant
To de dead letter ofMee.

First Cadds
Second Caddy
The Case of Jim
Maw's callin’ from the milkhiuss,
Calin’ stern
“Jim. yer Iazy good f+r nauthin’,
Come an’ chun.™

Paw's eallin’' from the cornpatoh.
Callin’ lond

Jam s, yer hulkun’, stupid loater,
e yor plowed.™

Nature's eallin’ from the troyt brook,
Callln” walsh:

“Soan, yer poor tired laz; f ller,
Come and Nan.™

Stranger, i we Just swapped places,
Pui It piear,
Which of ail the three a cal in'
Would y. v hear! -
7 MOLANOBUNGE W LLOON.
]

HOMANS SUIT AGAINST N.Y.LIFE

Noes the Company Owe His Estate S800 -~
000, or Is the Ketate Debtor?

Willlam P. Homans, as administrator of
the estate of the late Harry 8, Homans,
is suing the New York Life Insurance Com-
pany for more than $600,000, alleged to be
due the estate on renewal commissions
under & contract made with Harry 8.
Homans in 1874, In substanos, the de-
fense of the Insuranocs oompany is that
there I8 an offset of more than $830,000, due
the company from Homans when he died
in Paris in 1890

The case was up before Justios O'Gorman
in the Supreme Court yesterday morning
on & motion for a bill of particulars de-
manded by Cary & Robinson of counsel
for Hamans, administrator. The insur-
anoe company introduced an aflidavit set-
ting forth prooceedings in a French court in
an accounting with the state of Homans.
Counsel for Homans, gdministrator, asked
that this French afidavit be eliminated as
frrelevant. Justice O'Giorman reserved de-

8. Homans in 1874 was a ted

director of all éhe New York du.!'o
nsuranoce mpany's European a )
and in 1880 made a contract with the
company he was to recelve
certain commissions and a ocertain stipu-
lated amount for renewal commissjons.
He died intestate nlne.l{:m later, and the
$5600,000 and more s ged to be due on
renewal commissions.

“The question at issue, ” sald Sanford Rob-
inson, counsel for the Homans estate, yes-
terday,*is on the responsibility of Homans
for expenses of conducting the company's
business in Europe. Under the terms of
the contraot the company was to bear

up to a oertain fixed amount.
as we maintain, the company charges
all the expenses t Homans. When
we were met with answer that Homans,
wi he died, was actually in debt to the
insurance company in the sum of over $830,-
000, we naturally wanted to know just what
the items were. S0 we asked for a bill of

oceedings of the French court. They have
no bearing whatsoever upon the case. The
suit in France was brought by Mrs. Homa ns
and was defended by the Homans children.
The court gav- Mrs. Homans her share in
the estate, but held that she had no interest
in the renewal commissions, and it is on the

wal ocommissions that our present
galm .n.nlm the insurance company is

CITY NEEDS SKILLED FERRYMEN

And Can't Get Them Without a Special
Civil Service Law.

Mayor MoClellan gave a hearing yester-
day on the bill passed by the Legislature
permitting the Civil Bervice Commission to
put in the preferred class the men now em-
ployed on the Staten Island ferry when the
city begins the operation of the ferry.

Representatives of the Chamber of Com-
merce, the Board of Trade and several
other civic and marine organizations in-
formed the Mayor that it was essential for
the safety of the ferry that the pilots and
other employees who have been runnin
the ferry, many of them for over a score o
years, should be retained. But as the law
now stands they would have to pass a com=
petitive civil service examination and ocome
ol\:‘t at the top before the city could hire
them.
Mayor McClellan intimated that some of
the lawyers who spoke at the hearing would

brief showing that the Civil
ad no power except

the men in the preferred class, and he would
approve the measure,

WHY DO PRISONERS GO FREE?
Mr. MeAdoo Calls for Reporis on Cases
Threown Out in Polioe Courts.

This general order will be sent to-day by
Police Commissioner McAdoo to all police
inspectors and captains:

In cases before courte of the first instance

Involving infractions of the Ponal Code with
roference 1o poolrooma, disnrderly houses, so-

fenses, whare the defondants are not held
or have been aoquitted, and where yow deem
the case of importance to the denartment
and the administraton of the law, send a re.
port to thus offiee of the evidence submitted
on hehall of the people, the declision of the
Magistrate and any remarks which bhe ray
have made affecting the ca<e or the conduct
of the police

“Ihave donethis, " explained Mr. McAdoo
“because | want to know just what hastaken
place in the police courts when our prisoners
are discharged. There has been much said
of the failure of the police to get good cases;
I v]riln( to know if it is all the fault of the

e,

*Acting Captain Eggers, who has made
s#0 many raids of late, has been sending in
such reports. I have a big stack of them.
They have been of great assistance to me. "

FIGHTS TAX SUCCESSFULLY,
The Metropolitan Need Not Pay on Ten

Milllon Assessment of INOT,

yesterday that the Metropolitan  Street
Railway Company need not pay the tax
on the assessment of $10,134,050, which
appears against it on the tax rolls for the
year 1897. The basis of the decision is
that an investigation of the company's
assete and liabilities for that year shows
that the latter wore considerably in exooss
of the former, and that there remained
nothi to tax

The Tax Commissioners contended that
the value of the leasss held by the rcad
ghould be ineorporated into the assots
and that the bonds of subordinate eom-
panies should not be charged up as deduc-
tible labilities. Referee Hamilton Odell
found that there was nothing on which
| to base a valuation of the leases, and that
i even allowing that some of the bonds
were not propar liabilities, encugh

Supreme (ourt Juatice Bischoff decided |

We know nothing of the pro- |

by means of the bill before him to place |

lietting by women and tenement house of- |

of |

| them were to wipa out any basis for an |
|
Paderewsk! Unable to Attend the Wedding

arsessment.

SEWER INSPECTOR BOUNCED.

ride the Specifications,

President Martin W, Littleton of the
Borough of Brooklyn has summarily dis-
missed Danilel J. MoCauley, inspector of
sewer oonstruotion, MoCauley was the
supervisor of the construction of a sewer in
Eighty-sixth street, between First and

S8econa avenues, and Mr, Litteton after an
investigation discovered that the work had

of the contraot and that a fraudul ‘nt bill
of $3,002.60 for conorets work had been paid.

It was shown that the merest pretense
had been made in laying a concrete founda-
tion, although the contract called for it.
Mr. Littleton a'ro severely rebuked the en-

e contractor two days to begin the workof
reconstruction.

OMmeers of Colonial Wars Soclety.

City Hall yesterday its triennial election
of officers. Thowse elocted were: Governor-
general, Frederic De Peyster; vice-gov-
ernor-gereral, Howland Pell; aecretary-
general, Bamuel V. Hoffman, and deputy,
(. Van Amringe, all of New York; treas-
urer-genera!, Mu?-hormn. Pennsy |-
vania; registor-general, George N. Macken-
zie of Maryland; bistorian-general, Thomas
Page Grant, Kentucky; ohaplain- general,
Bishop lawrence of Massachusetts; sur-

~-general, Dr. J. G. Mumford, Massa-
chusetts, and nhmcollor-(onuui. Prof.
T. 8. Woolsey, Connectiout,

Twenty-Afth Carnegle Library,
Plans have been flled for another new
free library of the Carnegie ondowment
chain, being the twenty-fifth of these
bulldings designed for New York. It is to

street. It is to be & four sto
edifice, fronting 60}{ feet and 65 feet deep
;mhb' :t':z'uu -&h"m"' 0
(% 3 t

oovie vd Uisestone. p.o(

reproof

be erected at 131 to 127 East nnr.m.m |

Acoused of Allowing Coniraeters to Overs {

been done in violation of the specifications |
| Prof. and Mra, Scheiling and Mre

?;mr {n charge of the work and has given |
t

The SBociety of Colonial Wars held in the |

ECLECTIC M. D')S GRADUATED.

Degrees for New Dootors Awardei at
Carnegie Lyceum,

The forty-fourth commencement nf the
Eclectio Medical College of the CQity of New
York was held last night at Camegio Ly.
oeum, Fifty-seventh street and Sevent)
avenue. Among those on the stage besides
the faculty wers Col. N. B, Dike, Thomas F
Byme, Warren 8. Burt, James Rascovar,
Alfred H, Curtis, Dr. Pitts Fdwin Yiowes
of Boston, Dr. F. W, Abbott of Taunton,
Mass.; Dr. A, W, Forbush of Boston and
Dr. A. I Tiel, secretary of the State Boan|
of Examiners. The exercises were as fo].
lows:

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Potter; report of
the faculty by the dean, who congraty.
lated the trustees and alumni upon the
show that the students had made befors
the Sta , and who also announced
several valuable donations; addreases by
the Rev. Dr. Joseph Rushton, conferring
of the degrees b '. R. Spooner, LL. [).

mddmt of the of trustees, and the
ediction by the Rev, Dr. Potter.

The dinner to the graduating class was
beld at the Hotel Astor, where covers we re
set for 150,

CONCESSIONS AT ELLIS ISLAND.,

Bidders for the Feeding Contraoct and
Money Exohange Privilege.

WasminaroN, May 8.—The value of the
concessions at Ellis Island was attested
to-day when bids were opened by Com-
missioner of Immigration Sargent for the
privilege of feeding the immigrants and
conducting the money exchange. Sixteen
bids were received for each conoession, avd
most of the bidders had representatives
here. There has never been such compe-
tition for these contracts. The bids for tha
feeding privilege averaged a few cents less
per day than the present conoesaionaires,
Hudgins & Dumas, are permitted to charge,
Commissioner Bargent left to-day for New
Orleans, and the contracts will not be let
until his return, next week.

The bidders for the feeding ocontract
were: Henry Balfe, John Blau, Emil Bohwab,
Rehr & Brodt, Hortz & Newhurg, Henry
Molthan, Jr., N t & Toffey, William
Kaiser & Co,, Hudgine & Dumas, Moore-
Van Holland Company, R. H. Elfers, Hill &
Roach, Jos Kray, Frankel & Melvilleand L
Mass. Kray and Frankel & Melville were
disqualified, as they had not enclosed ocer-
tblﬂad checks on & pational bank with their
The bidders for the money exchange
privilege were: M. M. Dolﬁbln. Italian-
American Trust Company, Kiss, Bou~
!403!\0‘. Hmﬂek}d & Co., (;. . Richard & Co.,

merican X press ‘om v,

Clows ~PDrC. Goodman,

Machol, F, H. Ainsworth, C.
& Co., C. Conti, Post &
MoDonald, L. W. Bimmons
Devitt.,

FLAGS FOR FPOLICE PARADE.

TraMe Squad Colors, Bioe'and Yellow
~—~Rush of Spectaters Looked For.

Two silk flags for the two squads of the
traffio squad were received yesterday by
Police Commissionar McAdoo, They will
be carried in the police parade on Saturday.
They are of blue and orange silk.

“They won't be carried in the St. Patrick’s
day parade, will they?" the Commissioner
was asked.

“Hum, ah!" repliad Mr. McAdoo. *“Well,
you see, that isn't orange—that is more
yellow—yes, it'a a bright yellow.”

Mr, McAdoo expeots & great number of
visitors for the parade. Already the de-
mand for tickets far su the number
of seats on the two reviewing stands.

It is expected that the Governor and
Mayor will review the policemen.

WOMEN TOAST IN RIME.

and E. J

| Jingles Good and HBad and the Eoleotlie

Club’s Luncheon.

A toast we would give to the luncheon committes,
Whose arduoos labors incite us to pity.

Their dutles are fraught with constant contention
Involving vexsed quesiions 100 numerous 10 mention,

Indeed, we m say their troubles begin

With soups Iy thick and filet 8o tuln,

Wilh oysters oo young and birds tragically old,
Witk fe°s quite warm and coffee stons cold,

This toast on *Our Juncheon and reception
committee,” read by Mrs. Richard Hutohin-
son at the annual luncheon given by Eclectio
Clyb in Delmonico's yesterday afternoon,
was one of many done in verse. For those
invitad to give toasts were told that they
must all rime and jingle. _

Mrs. Stearus, after being introduced
in 1ime by the club president, Mrs. Doré
Lyon, gave a toast to “Our President,*
while the five hundred guests applauded
heartily. Part of it follows:

Who stands with dignity divine

And raps the gavel when 11's time

And oft addrosses us In rime,
Qur President,

And who presenis each honored guest
In Nowery speech and bappy jest
And mak s us feel Immeasely blest,
Our President,
And who In repiutation falr
Wikh Cesar's wife can ¢'en compare
Unsulitead! wh las Is rare,
Our Pr sl
Whose diplomat!s perepleacity
1Pscrrns 1 groat and small capacity,
Commands both without veracitly,
Our Prosident.
And so to her ist's give a toast
Health, wralth and of gand friends 8 host,
A loyal Club to b2 her hoast
Our Possldent,

The tables were slaborately decorated
with earpations, the club flower, but aven
the brilliant colors of the flowers pae
heside the costumes and jewels worm by
the women., Feleetic more than bore out
ite reputition for being “the best dressed
club in the city."”

SCHELLING -DRAPER.

of His Pupt,

Migs Lucle How Draper and Frnest Schells
Switzerland  had a home wedding
vesterday at the resideuce of the hride’s
mother, Mrs. Willlam ', Draper, &4 Fifth
avenue

The dev. Newton Perkins, recretary of
the Church Building Fund, performed the
ceremony at 1280 o'clock, and the bride was
wiven away hy her mother, Mre. Draper
There were no brideamaids, and the bride.
groom was attended by Casimir de Coppet
as best man. After the ceremony a bridal
braskfast was served. Thoe guests facluded
Erwin of
Mr. and
and Mrs
John 1), Archbeld,
Reatrice How, Mr
Miss Mildred RBarnes,
Drraper, dr., and the

inr of

Mme,
8. Dimock,
and Mrs
Miss

Paderewski,
the Rev

Philadelvhia,
Mrs. Henry
Perkins, Mr,
Mra Isanc How
upd Mrs. Henry Bliss
Mr.oand Mrs, Willam P
Moesars. Bates of Hoston

Mr. and Mrs. Schelling will spend the sume.
moer at Bar Marbor, where the Drapers have
had a cottage for many years Afterward
they will probably make a short trip to Fatrope

Mr. Schelling is the son of Prof. Felis Schell.
ing of Phlladelphia, and his brother is pro-
fessor of Fnalish literatnre st the T niver.
<itv of Pennsylvania He has made sev.
eral tours i Evurope, and last season plaved
in Brasil.  He is court pianist 10 the Duke
of Mecklenbure-Schwerin = und has  spent

¢ mneh tirse at the dueal residence of W\ iligrad

Cablos  were recej®ed congratulating the
new |y married couple fpom the Grand Ducho-s
of Mecklenburg.Schwerin and Alnm-Tadena
of london

Watts—Holmes,

Miss Sara Holmes and Coorge B, Watts
were married yesterday afternoon in the
Church of the Heavenly Rest, Fiith avenue
and FPorty Afth siraet. The Rev, Dr. . Parker
Morgan performed the ceremony ot 4 o' clock
The bride was given away by her mother,
Mra. langford ¥, Holt She was &t-

"

| tended by the Misses Paith Moore and Sabina
| Wood Watts of thix city, Mabel l;#-k of Chie

cago and Mattie Flynt of springfleld, Mass,,
as bridesmaids

Proston Watson assisted Mr Watta as best
man and lieut. Ormando Mols of  Iraly,
brother.dn.daw of the bride; Edward San.
ford, Grenville B. Winthrop, Ansel Phelp -,
Charles Van Hensselaer and Edward Sher.
wood were ushors, chureh ocere.
moe\,v t bride’'s mother, Mrs. Holmes of
37 West Forty-ffth street, gave & recepiion,




